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SUBJ: PLO REPRESENTATIVE VISITS AUSTRALIA 

1. PLO REPRESENTATIVE GAMEL EL-SURANI VISITED AUSTRALIA JUNE 
7 THROUGH 14. EL-SURANI'S VISIT WAS ARRANGED BY THE EGYPTIAN 
EMBASSY AND MR. BILL HARTLEY, THE LEFT WING MEMBER OF THE ALP'S 
VICTORIAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. DURING HIS VISIT TO AUSTRALIA. 
ELSURANI MET PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM FOR 45 MINUTES ON JUNE 10 
AND WAS GIVEN A LUNCHEON THE SAME DAY BY THE ACTING HEAD OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, N.F. PARKINSON. 

2. EL-SURANI, WHO IS ALLEGED TO RUN THE CAIRO HEADQUARTERS OF 
THE PLO, WAS GIVEN AN AUSTRALIAN VISA IN AN EGYPTIAN DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORT WHICH IDENTIFIED HIM AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ARAB 
LEAGUE. THE REQUEST FOR THE VISA WAS MADE ON HIS BEHALF BY THE 

EGYPTIAN EMBASSY IN CANBERRA. 

3. THE ONLY INCIDENT WHICH MARRED EL-SURANI'S VISIT TO AUSTRALIA 
WAS A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN PRO-PLO AND PRO-LEBANESE FACTIONS 
WHICH OCCURRED WHEN HE VISITED THE LEBANESE CONSULATE IN SYDNEY 
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4. DFA OFFICERS WERE NOT IMPRESSED WITH EL-SURANI WHO SPENT 
MOST OF HIS TIME TALKING AND DID VERY LITTLE LISTENING. DFA 
STAFFERS STATED THAT DURING HIS MEETING WITH PRIME MININSTER 
WHITLAM, EL-SURANI TALKED SO FAST FOR SO LONG THAT EVEN THE 
PRIME MINISTER COULDN’T GET A WORD IN EDGEWISE, A COMPLIMENT 
TO EL-SURANI'S WIND IF NOT TO HIS WISDOM. HAD EL-SURANI 

BEEN SLIGHTLY LESS VOCAL. WHITLAM WOULD PROBABLY HAVE FOLLOWED 
DFA'S RECOMMENDATION AND TOLD HIM THAT AUSTRALIA WAS PREPARED 
TO ALLOW THE ARAB LEAGUE TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN AUSTRALIA AND 
TO ALLOW A MEMBER OF THE OFFICE STAFF TO BE A PLO MEMBER. AS IT 
WAS, ALL WHITLAM GOT TO SAY WAS THAT IT WAS TOO SOON FOR THE 
PLO ITSELF TO OPEN AN OFFICE IN AUSTRALIA. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR THAT PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM INTENDS TO 
INCREASE CONTACTS WITH THE PLO AND IS SEARCHING FOR A FORMULA 
WHICH WILL GIVE THE PLO SOME STATUS IN AUSTRALIA SHORT OF FORMAL 
DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION. THIS DECISION. WHEN MADE PUBLIC, IS 
BOUND TO BE CRITICIZED BY VOCAL PRO-ISRAELI ELEMENTS WITHIN THE 
ALP AND WILL HARDLY HELP THE PRIME MINISTER POLITICALLY. 

GREEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, SOCIAL RECEPTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CANBER03960 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750211-1228 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750636/aaaabghd.tel 

Line Count: 82 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <03 JUL 2003 by WorrelSW>; APPROVED <30 JUL 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PLO REPRESENTATIVE VISITS AUSTRALIA 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, AS, XF, EG, PLO, (EL-SURANI, GAMEL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



